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We had a great time this week celebrating the Lunar New Year.  We found out about the story of 

the race behind the animals named for each year.  The children in class 2 had a go at doing maths 

using Chinese mandarin numbers and did very well! 

We had a Chinese food option at lunchtime and it was delicious.  We had sweet and sour chicken, 

rice, vegetable spring rolls and prawn crackers.  During the day we also read stories from China. 

In the afternoon we had a craft festival, where the children had a choice of activities and freedom 

to respond creatively to the beginning of the Year of the Tiger.  The children’s creativity was brilliant 

to witness.   We are very proud of them. 

On Friday afternoon we welcomed the Very Rev Dr Susan Brown who is the Chaplain to the Queen 

in Scotland to talk the children about her role.  We are very appreciative that she could spare some 

of her valuable time to come and talk to our children and answer all their questions! 

Platinum Jubilee                 

 

On 6th February (this weekend) it will be the 70th anniversary of Queen      

Elizabeth II becoming Queen, although official celebrations are scheduled 

for later in the year when the weather will hopefully be kinder.   

To commemorate this the school is linking our curriculum through design 

technology next half term (making bunting and garden decorations using 

fabric and sewing skills) as well as continuing our current history topic of   

English Queens (comparing Queens Elizabeth I and Elizabeth II).  The school 

has ordered commemorative medals/coins for the children and we look forward to these arriving in 

the spring.  We will also look at celebrations and food in the summer term and hope that we will be 

able to welcome you, at least into our grounds, before the end of this school year!  
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Dates for the future 

On Friday next week (11th Feb) we will be having our spring term STEM Day (science, technology,          

engineering and maths).  The theme is animals, adaptations and habitats.  We hope to spend the day 

exploring different animals and their features as well as designing and creating habitats. 

On Monday 14th February we hope to welcome Jaswinder from the North East Sikh Service to talk to the 

children about Sikhism and belonging.  This follows on from work last week on baptism in Christianity and 

work this week on Brit Bat (naming ceremonies for baby girls) in Judaism. 

Please note that school will be closed on Friday 18th February as that is when the Berwick Partner-

ship schools are taking the extra holiday to reflect the Platinum Jubilee year. 

Half term holiday therefore begins on Friday 18th February and we are all back in school on Monday 28th 

February. 

 Mrs Edmison is leaving 

You may have seen the email from school earlier this week, letting you know the sad news that Mrs      

Edmison is leaving at the end of this half term.  She has been a valued member of our staff for many, 

many years and we will miss her greatly.  We hope that she enjoys her new challenges and wish her     

absolutely all the best for the future. 

 

 

 

 

Year 1—‘oi’ and ‘ai’  

               Eg rain, wait, coin 

Year 2  - The ‘o’ sound (‘or’) as usually spelt 

               Eg all, ball, always 

Year 3  - The suffix ‘ ous’ 

               Eg serious, obvious, curious 

Year 4  - Prefixes auto and anti 

               Eg autobiography, antiseptic, antisocial 

   

Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 8th Feb 

The children will have a special assembly on this 

day about being safe online.  We will also put 

links and resources onto our website to help you 

find resources and advice or you can check out 

this website:  https://www.saferinternetday.org/  

Eco School News 

Thursday this week was Time to Talk Day, which is a national day devoted to talking about 

mental health. It is run in partnership with the mental health charities 'Rethink' and 'Mind'. 

We talked about what Mental Health is, and started to name and talk about some      

feelings. We shared what makes us feel certain emotions, and talked about how different 

people can feel different emotions about the same thing, and that's okay. 

We also discussed how we can support our own mental health by talking to trusted     

people, and ways we can support the mental wellbeing of others by being there for 

them. We thought about this in relation to SDG 3: Good health and wellbeing. The        

children are going to develop personal wellbeing and mindfulness toolkits next week, as it 

will be Children's Mental Health Week. 

Miss Easten 
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