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Dear Parents and Carers 

Commando Joe’s has now been launched in school and the children are working in groups on their 

‘missons’.  Commando Joe’s is a character education programme based on the principles of 

RESPECT (building resilience, empathy, self-awareness, positivity, excellence, communication and 

teamwork) The children are taking part in activities each Thursday afternoon with Mr Graham and 

the missions are active and engaging, involving the use of lots of practical equipment.   Each group 

has a set of missions based around an inspiring person and developing those positive character 

traits to grow their confidence and problem solving ability.   

The younger groups (Reception, years 1 and 2) are working on missions linked to Steve Backshall the 

famous naturalist and explorer and the older groups (years 3 and 4) have missions linked to Ed 

Stafford, the explorer who holds the Guinness World Record for being the first human ever to walk 

the length of the Amazon River.  We chose these two to start with as they tie in well with our 

curriculum theme of the Natural World.  Future inspirational people planned for the year include Kira 

Salak, Simba, Nellie Bly, and Ibn Battuta.   

Nursery have not been left out as there are several early years ‘missions’ based around nursery 

rhymes which will be woven into their current offer and we look forward to seeing how the children 

enjoy the challenges.   

To see more about the programme see their website https://commandojoes.co.uk/respect-wise-owl-trust/  

Rebecca 

 

 

 

 

Lunchtime supervisor vacancy 

We are currently advertising for a lunchtime 

supervisor.  Please see our website (in the news 

section) for more information and application 

documents. 

Parent governor needed 

We have a vacancy for a parent governor.  If 

you would be interested in joining the governing 

body then please get in touch. 
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This week in nursery  

We have been busy learning all about the 

number '1'. We have been  listening to the song 

'one wonderful me', then we collected our one 

favourite toy and put it into our pot. We also learnt 

the song 'one finger, one thumb'. We explored 

painting with different shapes and made our own 

faces using craft pieces, because there's only one 

me! 

Our core book this week has been we're going on 

a bear hunt. The children have enjoyed sharing 

this story and could guess which part of the story 

came next after listening to the sounds e.g. a river 

flowing, some grass swishing etc. 

 

Homework  

 

 

Please note that weekly spelling homework needs 

to be done on Sumdog.   There was a glitch with 

Sumdog last week which was quickly resolved.  It is 

now running well, although some children need to 

complete a diagnostic training session before it 

lets them onto the homework challenge.  Different 

spelling lists are uploaded for each week in line 

with the spelling shared in the newsletter.   Maths 

homework is 30 minutes on the maths section of 

Sumdog. 

Congratulations to the children who not only 

completed their set questions but went above and 

beyond!   

Your questionnaire returns indicated that all 

children are able to access the internet at home 

but please get in touch if you are having any 

difficulties. 

 Spellings 

Year 1: ‘ss’  

  Eg miss, kiss, hiss, boss, toss, fuss 

 

Year 2: the ‘s’ sound spelt ‘c’ before ‘e’, ‘i’ 

  and ‘y’ 

  Eg race, ice, cell, city, fancy 

 

Year 3; The ending sounding like ‘zh’ is   

  always spelt ‘sure’ 

  Eg measure, treasure, pleasure,  

  enclosure 

 

Year 4: Homophones 

  Eg missed—mist 

  whose—who’s 

Our virtual reading log now up and running 

 

 

Thank you for returning the consent forms for the 

seesaw app.  We have now emailed out invitations 

for families to connect via the app.  At the moment, 

we are using the app as a virtual reading log so that 

you can see our comments when listening to your 

child read.  You will also be able to comment when 

you listen to your child read at home.  The app can 

be used easily on your phone as well as on tablets or 

computers.  If we should have another lockdown or 

period of home learning, we will also use this app to 

communicate work and to respond to uploaded 

work by children.   

It is so wonderful to see some parents already 

commenting or leaving voice comments on the 

virtual reading records.  Thank you so much for 

joining in with us! 

Please let us know if you are having any difficulties 

getting connected and we will do what we can to 

help. 

Nasa Flu Vaccinations 

Just a reminder that the nasal flu vaccinations take place on Wednesday 7th October for the Reception to 

Year 4 children.  Please return your consent form no later than Monday (28th September) if you wish your child 

to have the vaccination and haven’t already returned the form to school or direct to the NHS by post. 


