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Welcome to the first Bugle of the decade, reporting news and views relating to life in Bowsden 

and district.   Published every two months, the Bugle is an independent news-sheet seeking to 

inform its readers and reflect their opinions.   The Editor, Harry Wilson is always pleased to receive 

comments and suggestions regarding content but even more pleased to get items for publication. 

2020 thus far has been relatively mild with only a few days requiring the scraping of icy 

windscreens but it is early days yet.     High winds have caused some minor damage to buildings 

and fences and some trees have lost branches, fortunately none causing injury in 

Northumberland.  We should all give thanks that we are not at risk from fire like the terrible bush 

fires we have seen in parts of Australia or the landslides in New Zealand (how can two countries 

so close geographically suffer such wide extremes of weather at the same time ?) 

As this is the first Bugle of 2020, the Editor would like to thank all readers for their interest and 

wish everyone the very best for the coming year. Let us all take more care of our environment 

and remember the supermarket advertising slogan “every little helps”. 

 The April Bugle should be published in late March so please let the Editor have any material by 

27th March. (phone 01289 388 543 or e-mail hgew13@gmail.com).      n.b. where Berwick phone 

numbers are quoted later in this paper, the 01289 prefix will be omitted. 

 

Warning to users of Tweedbank Retail Park…. a Bugle reader has 

drawn our attention to the recent parking changes at Tweedbank (home of M&S, Argos, 

Homebase, Next, Halfords etc).  New managers of the 400 space car park have installed number 

plate recognition cameras and had begun to issue tickets for infringing their newly-introduced 

rules. These included fines of up to £100 for vehicles left with a wheel outside the lines which 

designate the bays.   Similar fines were imposed on drivers leaving the park by the delivery vehicle 

exit.   Daytime parking  (6 a.m. to midnight ) was free for up to 5 hours but no returns were 

permitted within the hour. Overnight parking was limited to 1 hour to prevent overnight stays. 

We have just learned that some of the more onerous requirements (including no return within the 

hour during the day) have been dropped following representations by County Councillor Georgina 

Hill. Revised notices will be displayed shortly and until then no more parking tickets will be issued.  

 

County Library Consultation….is now in full swing.   Questionnaires are 

available from all branches of Northumberland County Libraries and must be returned to any 

Public Library or any Mobile Library before 16th March 2020.    Pre-paid reply envelopes are 

available on request. Residents wishing to know more about the survey and the possible 

implications of its findings were invited to attend one of the drop-in sessions which have been 

held across the County.  Berwick Library has hosted two sessions, Thursday 16th  and Friday 24th 

January whilst Wooler had one on Tuesday 14th January (these dates were circulated to all Bugle 

readers in a special Bugle Extra in December). 

It is important to remember that whether one uses the Public Libraries or not, they are not just  

there to provide printed books on loan or for reference, they do offer many other services.  These  

include access to computers and the internet, the lending of digital and audiobooks and provision 

of information on all aspects of living in Northumberland.  Many offer facilities for local groups to 

meet and we can be sure that the 19th century philanthropists like Andrew Carnegie would be 

well-pleased with their heritage. Let’s make sure we make good use of it. 

mailto:hgew13@gmail.com


From the Parish Council ….we learn that the next meeting will be in the Village Hall 

on Monday 17th February at 7 p.m.   Business will include consideration of a request from a 

resident who wishes to purchase a small portion of the Bowsden Park in order to realign a 

boundary fence. 

 

The Village Hall Committee has co-opted two new members, Katie Holt and Sandy 

Kerr.  We wish them well in their new roles and thank them in advance for their contribution to 

community life.   

Most readers will know that the VH Committee is responsible for the upkeep of the Hall and its 

facilities, organising events to raise funds for this purpose as well as helping to maintain what is 

already a thriving community.     Many events are organised by the Committee including the 

monthly Coffee Mornings in Café Bowsden, Pub Nights in the Bowsden Arms and Soup & 

Sandwich Lunches in the Bowsden  Lunch Club, the Movie Nights and Matinees, occasional 

Quiz Nights and a Christmas Party.    Suggestions for other events are always welcome (speak 

to any Committee Member or contact the Chairman, Jacq  Denham on candj.denham@gmail.com    

 Café Bowsden  is open in the VH on the first Saturday of every month,  the next 

dates being February 1st and March 7th  .   Doors will be open from 10 a.m. and the usual range 

of home-made scones and cakes with tea or coffee will be available. There is usually a raffle with 

some desirable prizes, all are welcome and there is no charge for entry.  

 The Bowsden Lunch Club meets monthly in the VH at 12 noon on the third 

Wednesday (the next dates being February 19th and March 18th).  The menu includes home-

made soup, sandwiches and cake with tea and coffee, all for a suggested donation of £5.00.    

Contact Jane Field from Bell View on 01668 219220  if you live outside the village and would like 

transport to the event. 

 Movie Nights and Matinees have been temporarily suspended following 

the resignations of Bec and Paul Owen due to work commitments.  Sandy Kerr has volunteered 

to take over so look out for news of our next showings.     

Anyone who has been to one of the shows organised by Bec and Paul will know what a hard act 

it will be to follow but we are sure that very soon Sandy will be presenting his own version of the 

Bowsden Movie Nights.  Thank you Bec and Paul and good luck in whatever you do next. 

 The Valentine Quiz is the latest in the splendid series of general knowledge 

quizzes organised by our own John Humphries (aka Graeme Reavely) who will again be testing 

our retained knowledge.  Teams of four are invited to come along to the VH on Friday 14th 

February to begin at 7.30 p.m.  Entry will be £5 per person and refreshments will be provided.  

The bar will be open with the usual variety of beers, wines and soft drinks for sale. 

 The Bowsden Arms will open its doors in the VH on Friday 21st February and 

again on the 27th March at 7 p.m. with the usual range of local Cheviot Brewery real ales on 

draught, bottled beers, wines, spirits and soft drinks   All welcome 

 

Village Hall Clubs and Groups……Bowsden is very fortunate to have a number 

of enthusiastic volunteers who give their time to organise various groups which meet in the Village 

Hall  and catering for a wide range of interests throughout the year.  Currently we have the 

Bowlers, the Bowsden Discussion Group, Get Fit Together, the Bowsden History Group, 

the Ladies Group, the Needlework Group and the Photography Group.    

There is plenty of scope for any new groups who might be looking for a place to meet, if interested 

check out the Village Hall web site for availability www.BowsdenVillageHall.net  
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 The Bowlers meet every Tuesday at 7.00 p.m. New members are always welcome  

and no previous experience of carpet bowls is necessary.  Do come and enjoy some healthy 

competition and a friendly chat over the tea and biscuits, admission £2.50.  More information from 

Norma Wilson on 309 250. 

 The Discussion Group meets monthly at 7.30 p.m. every second Monday  

for a talk and a drink in the VH followed by supper in the Black Bull at Lowick.  The next speakers 

are Phil Hanmer on the Northumberland Barn Owl Project on 10th February and Simon Maden 

on Maden Eco  on 9th March. Admission costs £5 which covers a drink in Bowsden and supper 

in Lowick. All are welcome and more information is available from Graeme Reavly  on 388 206 

 Get Fit Together  is the ladies group which meets weekly on Tuesdays at 10 

a.m. in the VH.  The sessions provide an hour of light-hearted exercise followed by a leisurely 

chat over tea or coffee which is included in the entrance fee of £1.  Anyone wishing to join in the 

coffee and chat without the exercise is welcome to come along at 11 a.m.    For more information 

contact Eileen Wilson on 388 543 or better still, come along, find out for yourself and join in. 

 The History Group meets monthly at 7.30 p.m. every first Monday from 

September to May, the next meetings being February 3rd with Bowsden resident woodcarver 

Andrew Beckwith on the History of English Woodcarving and March 2nd with Allan Colman on 

Prehistoric Sites near Bowsden including Roughtin Linn and the Duddo Stones All are 

welcome, admission costs £2 and includes tea/coffee after the talks. Contact Nick Jones  (388 

885 or nicolasjbjones@gmail.com ) for more information. 

 The Ladies Group meets monthly at 7.30 p.m. on Thursdays.   The next 

meeting is on February 13th and features an illustrated talk by Sheila Cartwright on Helping 

Children to Learn Languages Through Fairy Stories.   Dr Chris Hull will be speaking on the 

Discovery of Anaesthetics  on March 12th. All welcome but admission costs £2 for non-members 

and includes refreshments  (more information  from Denise Hodgson 388 684). 

 The Needlework Group meets weekly on Tuesdays at 1.30 p.m.in the 

Village Hall.   All are welcome to attend and no previous experience is needed  (more information 

from  Kathleen Glen 388 295). 

 The Photography Group meets monthly on Thursdays, usually in the VH  

at 6.45 p.m.. The next meeting is on February 27th and includes an Image Review on “Fashion” 

and a presentation on Long Exposures and Slow Shutter Speeds.  The March 26th  meeting 

features an Image Review “Shot in the Dark” and a presentation on Freezing Motion.   Meetings 

are open to all who have an interest in photography (from beginners to professionals).  Admission 

£3 to include refreshments. (more information from Derek Snee 388 969) 

 

Keeping Lowick & District Connected is the new group headed by Jane 

Pannell which seeks to identify vulnerable people in Lowick, Bowsden, Fenwick, Kyloe and the 

outlying hamlets and farms and ensure the provision of appropriate help and support  (such help 

might be needed to collect medication from GP surgeries or pharmacies).  For more information 

or to offer help, contact Jane Pannell (jane.pannell151@btinternet.com, Sheila Bell 

(sheilabell252@btinternet.com ) or Karen Blake (karen.blake19@btinternet.com ). 

Remembering the impact of the Beast from the East two years ago (when villages such as 

Bowsden were cut off for three days), the Group held a meeting in Lowick Village Hall to  discuss 

plans to cope with heavy snowfall this winter.   Local farmer Mark Mather described how he was 

contracted by NCC to help keep the major roads open for priority traffic such as emergency 

vehicles and buses.    The Group agreed to discuss the issues with the three Parish Councils. 
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Berwick Hospital Update …. we have heard that work has begun to prepare the 

Berwick Infirmary site for the new Hospital.   Marion Dickson, one of the Northumbria Healthcare 

Foundation Trust directors and lead on the new Hospital development, has said that internal 

changes within the building will inevitably lead to some disruption and patients may need to allow 

extra time for locating their appointment (for example physiotherapy has relocated to maternity).  

Patients arriving for any appointments should report to main Reception where they will be directed 

to the relevant clinic waiting area. 

The Trust is apologising in advance for any inconvenience caused to patients and visitors but it 

is good to know that work has at last begun on preparations for our new Hospital and we feel sure 

that no one will object. 

 

Chemical Elements in Danger !!    Readers may not know that modern mobile 

phones contain at least thirty different naturally-occurring elements, some six of which are 

expected to be fully mined during the next century with others under threat from increased use. 

A Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) survey carried out in August last year showed that there 

could be as many as 40 million old electronic devices sitting unused in UK homes.  The online 

survey of 2353 people showed that 51% of households had at least one unused phone, laptop, 

smart TV, or MP3 player and 45% had between three and five.   More worryingly, 81% had no 

plans to recycle or sell on any of these devices.   The problem is likely to grow as 52% of 16-24 

year olds have ten or more such items. 

These and similar devices depend on extremely rare elements such as indium, yttrium and 

tantalum and other more common elements such as arsenic, gallium and silver are also becoming 

scarce.  Many of these have unique properties which are difficult or impossible to substitute so it 

becomes essential to recycle redundant equipment rather than leave it to pile up in cupboards 

and lofts. 

The RSC is promoting the 3 R’s of recycling:   Reduce (postpone upgrading your phone or TV ). 

Reuse (pass on your stuff to relatives or friends or donate to a charity) and Recycle (visit 

recyclenow.com to find recycling options). 

Old mobile phones can often be sold, your Editor recently sold an early Samsung Galaxy to a 

phone shop on Hide Hill (the dealer having wiped all the old data as part of the sale).   

 

Something New for Bowsden?   Newcomer Sandy Kerr is considering starting 

a Rock and Blues Club in the Village Hall, possibly monthly on Sunday afternoons.   Anyone with 

an electric guitar or who would be interested in learning to play should contact Sandy on 

el_judia@yahoo.com and look out for news on village website or on the Notice Board. 

  

Toby’s Tailpiece (a dog’s eye view of the world)   Recently we have 

been shocked by hearing the story of two gun dogs who fell to their deaths down a disused 

mineshaft on Ford Moss. Two days earlier, we had been for a walk nearby on Slainsfield Moor 

where we had seen a notice warning our owners to keep us to the paths and tracks because of 

old mine workings in the area.   Many of these shafts had been capped when the mines closed, 

some 150 or more years ago and sometimes the capping timbers have rotted allowing sink holes.  

Be warned ! 

We are sorry to return (yet again) to the problem of dog poo on our village paths and verges. We 

have even noticed bagged-up poo left on the verges !!     Remember Bag it and Bin it !  
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