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Welcome to the latest Bugle, reporting news and views relating to life in Bowsden and district.    

Autumn is nearly over and in the last month we have had some strong hints of the winter to come.  

The leaves have all fallen and been dispersed by the many frequent strong winds.  Despite fairly 

low overnight temperatures at the beginning  of November, rain has been the main problem in 

recent weeks and some clear frosty days would be a welcome change.  

As this will be the last Bugle of 2019, the Editor would like to thank all readers and wish everyone 

well for the coming year.  The  February Bugle should be published in late January 2020 so please 

let the Editor have any material by 26th Jan. (phone 01289 388 543 or e-mail 

hgew13@gmail.com).      n.b. where Berwick phone numbers are quoted later in this paper, the 

01289 prefix will be omitted. 

  

Remembrance Day ceremonies were held all over the country on Sunday November 

10th 2019 remembering those men and women who had died in all wars since 1914.  In Lowick, 

the service began in the Parish Church where the names of the fallen from Kyloe Parish were 

read from the Memorial (which had been moved from Fenwick Village Hall).  Parishioners then 

moved to the Lowick War Memorial where the fallen from Lowick Parish (which of course includes 

Bowsden) were remembered.  Wreaths were laid from Lowick Parish Council and from the British 

Legion.     

Ann Brown reports that the 2019 Poppy Appeal collection in Bowsden raised £89.27 (£30 of which 

was from the VH Coffee Morning Raffle). 

 

Bowsden Parish Council (PC) 

 

At the PC meeting on 25th November,  Councillors and residents heard an excellent presentation 

from Jane Pannell of Lowick, organiser of a new service for vulnerable people living in the area. 

Keeping Lowick and District Connected aims to identify vulnerable people and their needs and 

link them to a team of volunteers who would be happy to help with transport, shopping, filling in 

forms, finding local tradesmen for maintenance jobs or simply dropping in for tea and a chat.    The 

PC welcomed the concept and three people volunteered to form a steering group for Bowsden.   

The Clerk informed the meeting that his efforts to register the Park with HM Land Registry had 

been successful and the PC had been granted a Possessory Title.  

The Clerk said that the  £640 cost of tree surgery in the Park to date had been refunded by a 

special exception payment from County Councillor Lawrie’s Local Improvement Fund. The PC 

agreed to spend a further £150 to  complete the tree surgery. 

The Clerk had negotiated a grant from our local County Councillor for renewal of fencing to the 

Park and it was agreed that the work should go ahead in the Spring. 

As Councillor Derek Snee has retired, the Chairman announced a vacancy for a new Councillor. 

Any residents wishing to be considered should contact the Clerk or any Councillor before the next 

meeting (Monday February 17th 2020). 

Under Any Other Business, a resident had offered to buy a small portion of the Park and thus 

improve his boundary fence.   The PC agreed to consider the offer at its next meeting. 
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News from the Village Hall Committee  

The Christmas Lights will be switched on at the VH on Saturday December 7th at 6.30 p.m. 

and followed by Carols with mulled wine and mince pies. All will be welcome. 

The VH Christmas Party will be held on Friday December 20th and all are welcome to enjoy a 

night in the Bowsden Arms with seasonal offerings and a special performance by the Bowsden 

Players. The usual range of drinks will be available including Cheviot Brewery draught real ales. 

After Christmas the Bowsden Arms will open on Friday January 10th in the VH as usual. 

A splendid new addition to the VH inventory is the superb folding bar designed and made by our 

Bowsden resident woodcarver Andrew Beckwith and donated by him to the Village Hall.  It is 

fitting that on Pub Nights he can often be seen standing with an elbow on the counter and glass 

in hand.  Long may this fine tradition continue !   

 

Movie Nights continue monthly on Thursdays in the VH, the next dates being 29th 

November (when King of Thieves, a 2018 film about the 2015 Hatton Garden jewel heist) and 

19th December when the 1951 version of A Christmas Carol (starring Alastair Sim as Scrooge) 

will be shown.   Evening performances begin at 7.30 p.m. but the doors will be open from 6.30 

when a full range of alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks will be available, together with popcorn 

and Doddington ice-cream.  All are welcome and a suggested donation of £3 will be collected. 

There will also be a matinee performance at 2 p.m.(doors open at 1.30) on Sunday December 

1st when the film will be the still controversial Life of Brian which when released in 1979 was 

banned in Ireland, Norway and some parts of Britain where it was considered blasphemous. 

Villagers who have never experienced a VH movie are missing a real nostalgia trip, with 

decorative lighting and the big screen, together with our hostess Bec Owen. 

 

Café Bowsden  is open in the VH on the first Saturday of every month,  the next dates 

being December 7th and January 4th .   Doors will be open from 10 a.m. and the usual range of 

home-made scones and cakes with tea or coffee will be available. There is usually a raffle with 

some desirable prizes and there is no charge for entry. 

 

Soup and Sandwich Lunches are held monthly in the VH at 12 noon on the third 

Wednesday (the next ones being on December 18th and January 22nd ).  The menu includes 

home-made soup, sandwiches and cake with tea and coffee, all for a suggested donation of 

£5.00.    Contact Jane Field from Bell View on 01668 219220  if you live outside the village and 

would like transport to the event..   

 

Bowsden Bowlers meet every Tuesday at 7.00 p.m. in the VH.  New members are 

always welcome  and no previous experience is necessary.  Do come and enjoy some healthy 

competition and a friendly chat over the tea and biscuits, admission £2.50.  More information from 

Norma Wilson on 309 250. 

 

Get Fit Together  is the ladies group which meets weekly on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the 

VH.  The sessions provide an hour of light-hearted exercise followed by a leisurely chat over tea 

or coffee which is included in the entrance fee of £1.  Anyone wishing to join in the coffee and 

chat without the exercise is welcome to come along at 11 a.m.    For more information contact 

Eileen Wilson on 388 543 or better still, come along, find out for yourself and join in. 



Bowsden Needlework Group meets weekly on Tuesdays at 1.30 p.m.in the 

Village Hall.   All are welcome to attend and no previous experience is needed  (more information 

from  Kathleen Glen 388 295). 

 

Bowsden History Group meets monthly in the VH on every first Monday from 

September to April, the next meetings being the Christmas Social on Monday 2nd December 

and Monday 3rd February when Bowsden’s own woodcarver Andrew Beckwith will give a 

Historical View of English Woodcarving.  Talks begin at 7.30 p.m.   All are welcome, the 

Christmas Social with mulled wine and mince pies is free but for all other meetings admission 

costs £2. Contact Nick Jones  (388 885 or nicolasjbjones@gmail.com) for more information. 

 

Bowsden Photography Group meets monthly on Thursdays, usually in the VH. 

Derek Snee (388 969) will be pleased to receive ideas for the 2020 learning topics..  Meetings 

are open to all who have an interest in photography (from beginners to professionals).  Admission 

£3 to include refreshments.  

 

Bowsden Ladies Group now meets in the VH at 7.30 p.m. on the third Wednesday 

of every month.   The next meeting is on January 15th when the group will decide on the 

programme for the coming year (more information  from Denise Hodgson 388 684). 

 

Use them or Lose them… when local shops and other services close, they seldom 

re-open and yet again, another convenience is lost for ever.  Obvious examples are Banks and 

Post Offices but many local shops are struggling to survive, especially outside the tourist season.   

We need to remember that not every household has a car to travel to the local supermarket and 

local shops provide a lifeline for such residents.    

One answer to the problem has been an initiative begun in Calderdale by Chris Sands who found 

an effective “Shop Local” campaign when on holiday in a small Portuguese town (see Berwick 

Advertiser 3rd October 2019).   Totally Locally is a campaign now working in over 50 towns in 

the UK  where residents are urged to spend at least £5 every week in their local shops in addition 

to any monies spent in other outlets such as supermarkets and on-line.  One can easily imagine 

this idea working for the high street shops and businesses in Wooler and Berwick. 

Even closer to home is our own local shop, Lowick Village Stores where many of us buy our 

magazines and daily papers and little else.   Did you know there is always a good selection of 

local produce including Doddington ice cream and cheese, Blue House goats’ cheese, honey 

from Chain Bridge and from Lowick, bacon, sausages and meat from Johnson’s of Wooler and 

more. Ritchie is building a stock of wines and spirits and Karen has started a home delivery 

service (free for residents living within three miles of the shop, call 388 644 for more information) 

Services provided by our County Council are always under  threat and Libraries are no exception. 

We are fortunate to have two Public Libraries nearby, in Wooler and in Berwick and supplemented 

by a County Mobile Library (the latter calls in Bowsden every third Wednesday, the next visit 

being 18th December with its usual stops outside the Black Bull and again at East Farm Cottages 

between 1000 and 1100)   Residents may not know that books, audiobooks and CDs/DVDs 

borrowed from any County Library may be returned to any other (including the Mobile Library).  

We should remember that the County Council is not above axing underused services (when your 

Editor came to Bowsden eight years ago the Mobile Library called fortnightly).  
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Lithium-ion batteries win the Nobel Prize for Chemistry…. the 

batteries which we all carry in our pockets in smartphones and are increasingly used in electric 

vehicles and solar power systems have been recognised by the 2019  Nobel committee as a 

development worthy of the highest recognition.  Three scientists, two US and one Japanese are 

sharing the well-deserved prize for work which dates back to the oil crisis of the 1970s (when your 

Editor was a research scientist working for Shell on the development of fuel cells and hybrid 

batteries).   It is great to see a Nobel Prize awarded for work which has quickly led to a 

development of wide applicability. 

 

Glendale Connect (aka Community Christmas 2019) will follow the usual pattern of a 

traditional turkey lunch on Christmas Day in the Glendale Hall, Wooler which will be open from 

1100 serving coffee and tea to welcome everyone.  If you will be on your own at Christmas and 

would like to come (or if you’d like to help in any way) please contact Jane Pannell (388 321). 

n.b. the change of name reflects the broader scope of the steering group, looking out for 

vulnerable people in Glendale. 

 

More Options for Broadband are offered by Alncon, a local company which has 

recently been active in upgrading broadband in our area.   Installations in Kyloe are dependent 

on wireless line of sight radio and not copper or fibre cabling.  Some government grants are 

available to assist with the costs. Contact Gavin Sewell on 01665 604 816 for more information. 

 

Climate Change in 1944 was the unintended outcome of German attempts to hide 

the battleship Tirpitz from RAF bombers.   Mixing chlorosulphuric acid with water produced thick 

clouds of dense white fog which spread across the Norwegian fjord and enveloped the 

surrounding pine trees, severely stunting growth and eliminating tree rings for 1945.  

 

Tale of a Tiger…Times writer Ann Treneman enjoys looking at old headstones in 

Churchyards.  She found one recently in Malmesbury, dedicated to a barmaid who was the first 

person to be killed by a tiger in Britain.  She had been working in a local pub in 1703 when a 

travelling menagerie called. She fell for the tiger who obviously thought somewhat differently 

about her and her epitaph reads “In the bloom of life she was snatched from hence, she had not 

room to make defence,  for tiger fierce took life away and now she lies in a bed of clay”. 

 

Toby’s Tailpiece is now written by us, Leo and Freya, two Dalmatians living in Bowsden 

with our owners Harry and Eileen Wilson.   Recently we have heard increasing complaints about 

dog poo on the roads and paths around our village.  Most of the local dogs are our friends and 

their owners always pick up when walking but sadly, some do not and residents can often find an 

unwelcome gift on the grass outside their houses, especially annoying to those who don’t have a 

dog of their own.  Please don’t let all dogs get a bad name, especially as a free supply of strong 

green bags is available to residents from the County Council (collect from Berwick Library).   

Dogs and their control is the subject of a draft Public Spaces Protection Order, copies of which 

are available from the NCC or the Parish Clerk.  The new PSPO will come into force on 31st 

January 2020 and will cover the fouling of land by dogs, the exclusion of dogs from land 

(including all NCC Children’s Play Areas and parts of the beaches at Blyth and Newbiggin during 

the Summer) and the requirement to keep dogs on leads of not more than 1.5m in length in 

certain places (including cemeteries and memorial gardens and all A and B classified roads and 

verges). NCC will accept comments on the draft until Friday 6th December. 


