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Welcome to the latest Bugle, reporting news and views relating to life in Bowsden and district.    

Autumn has definitely arrived and already we are having to clear condensation from the windows 

of cars parked outside overnight.  Summer sunshine came early and although we have enjoyed 

some spectacularly warm and sunny weekends (that of the Glendale Show being a notable 

example) these have been interspersed by lengthy wet and windy spells.  Despite this, the 

summer was slightly warmer than average over most of the country but it was also wetter than 

normal, largely as a result of very heavy rain leading to serious flooding in many parts.  

The  December Bugle should be published in late November 2019 so please let Editor Harry 

Wilson have any material by 23rd Nov. (phone 01289 388 543 or e-mail hgew13@gmail.com).      

n.b. where Berwick phone numbers are quoted in this paper, the 01289 prefix will be omitted. 

  

Bowsden Parish Council (PC) held an Extraordinary Meeting on 7th August to 

consider a planning application which had been submitted to Northumberland County Council.  

The largest number of residents attending a PC meeting for many years (no less than 26 !) heard 

the Parish Clerk describe a proposal to demolish the disused Black Bull public house and build 

two new five-bedroomed houses on the site.   Many objections were raised, mostly about the size 

of the proposed houses in relation to the site plan and their contrast to other properties nearby. 

Some residents suggested the building could be retained and refurbished, perhaps with the 

demolition of the more recent single storey extension.  

The PC agreed to submit an objection and residents were advised to write independently and 

express their opinions.  At the time of going to press, no decision has been made by the Planners.  

The next PC meeting will be on Monday 25th November at 7 p.m. in the VH. 

  

The Village Hall Committee has set up a new Events Committee  (Chairman Nick 

Jones 388 885 or nicolasjbjones@gmail.com)  to co-ordinate the many different activities taking 

place in the Hall and arrange additional ad hoc events.      

Already some exciting events have been arranged to fit around the existing programme including 

the Chain of Survival on November 7th (with our own Paramedic Bec Owen showing how to 

maintain life in an emergency until help arrives) and another of Graeme Reavely’s popular Quiz 

Nights on Friday November 8th  As usual, the Village Christmas Lights will be switched on at 

the VH on Saturday December 7th and followed by Carols with mulled wine and mince pies. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for VH events, do drop us a line or collar one of the 

Committee and tell us what you would like to see happening in YOUR Village Hall.    

 

Bowsden Pub Nights are now held monthly in the Village Hall (disguised for the 

occasion as the Bowsden  Arms) usually from 7 p.m. on a Friday evening (next ones being on 

18th October, 8th November and 22nd November).  That on November 8th will be a special 

additional Games Night complete with a snooker table and dart board.    

VH Pub Nights offer an opportunity to get together with friends and neighbours over a few drinks 

without having to get the car out and deciding who is going to drive.  A wide range of alcoholic 

and soft drinks is available, including draught real ales supplied by our local Cheviot Brewery. 
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Café Bowsden  is open in the VH on the first Saturday of every month,  the next dates 

being October 5th and November 2nd.   Doors will be open from 10 a.m. and the usual range of 

home-made scones and cakes with tea or coffee will be available at reasonable prices.  Do come 

along and enjoy a chat in the friendly Bistro-like atmosphere.    All are welcome, especially those 

who have recently moved into the Village or are staying with us on holiday (remember there is no 

charge for entry and there is usually a raffle with some desirable prizes). 

 

Soup and Sandwich Lunches are held monthly in the VH at 12 noon on the third 

Wednesday (the next ones being on October 16th  and November 20th ).  The menu includes 

home-made soup, sandwiches and cake with tea and coffee, all for a suggested donation of 

£5.00.  Like the monthly Coffee Mornings, these lunches provide a great opportunity for a chat 

with neighbours and an update on what is happening in the Village. 

The lunches are provided by a VH catering team, supported by Bell View Services of Belford.  

Contact Jane Field from Bell View on 01668 219220  if you live outside the village and would like 

transport to the event..   

 

Bowsden Bowlers opened their 2019-20 season on 24th September and bowlers old 

and new are meeting every Tuesday at 7.00 p.m. in the Village Hall throughout the autumn and 

winter.. New members are always welcome  and no previous experience is necessary.  Do come 

and enjoy some healthy competition and a friendly chat over the tea and biscuits, admission 

£2.50.  More information from Norma Wilson on 309 250. 

 

Bowsden History Group meets monthly in the VH on every first M\onday during the 

autumn, winter and spring,  The next meetings are on Monday 7th October (when Joy Lamb will 

talk about “The Rises and Falls of Haggerston Castle from 1070 to 1931”) and 4th November 

(when Dr Mike Oliver will tell how the death of the Maid of Norway in 1296 led to War). 

Doors are open from 7.00 p.m and talks begin at 7.30.   Admission costs £2.00 to include 

tea/coffee and biscuits (annual membership is available as usual at £10 for all eight meetings.   

Contact Nick Jones  (388 885 or nicolasjbjones@gmail.com ) for more information. 

The AGM was held on 2nd September when Chairman Harry Wilson retired after four years and 

was replaced by Dr Margaret Cartlidge.  Secretary Nick Jones and Treasurer Jon Gibbs were re-

elected.   Minutes of the meeting were taken by Lt.Col. Howard Culley and copies are available 

on request from Nick Jones. 

 

Get Fit Together  is the ladies group which meets weekly on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. in the 

VH.  The sessions provide an hour of light-hearted exercise followed by a leisurely chat over tea 

or coffee which is included in the entrance fee of £1.  Anyone wishing to join in the coffee and 

chat without the exercise is welcome to come along at 11 a.m.    For more information contact 

Eileen Wilson on 388 543 or better still, come along, find out for yourself and join in. 

 

Bowsden Photography Group meets monthly on Thursdays. The next meeting 

is at 6.45 p.m. on Thursday October 24th  in the VH.  The subject will be “Landscapes”  and will 

include a discussion of images recorded during last month’s Photo Walk along the Tweed. More 

information from Derek Snee (388 969).  Meetings are open to all who have an interest in 

photography (beginners to professionals) and provide an opportunity to exchange constructive 

comments and advice in a non-competitive environment..   Admission £3 (refreshments included) 
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Bowsden Needlework Group meets weekly on Tuesdays at 1.30 p.m.in the 

Village Hall.  All are welcome to attend and no previous experience is needed  (more information 

from  Kathleen Glen 388 295). 

 

Bowsden Ladies Group has changed its meeting days and is now gathering in the 

VH at 7.30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of every month.   The next meetings will be on October 

16th  and November 20th  (speakers and topics to be confirmed by Denise Hodgson 388 684). 

 

Good News for Wooler ….we have just heard that plans for the proposed new 

whisky distillery have been approved by Northumberland County Council.   Named Ad Gefrin 

(after the ancient capital of Northumbria which was just north of Wooler on the Cornhill road) the 

new distillery will transform the near-derelict site on the main road into a show piece which will be 

a huge boost for the Town and a major tourist attraction.  

To mark the occasion, Ad Gefrin has launched a Photographic Competition for pictures taken 

in Glendale.   Up to three entries may be made in two categories with a £50 prize for the best in 

each category and an additional £100 for the best in the Competition.The first category is for 

Landscapes of Glendale and the second is People at Work, Rest and Play. Entries must be 

submitted by 20th December 2019 and the winners will be announced on 1st February 2020.  More 

information can be found on the Ad Gefrin website.  

 

More Good News is the expansion of Breeze, the popular café and gift shop on Wooler 

High Street.  The existing business will close on September 28th and re-open in the new and larger 

premises at Peth Head early in October.   Current customers will know of their delicious cakes 

and scones and these will of course continue to be available on a slightly enlarged menu. 

 

Even More Good News is the re-opening of the Wooler Physiotherapy Clinic in the 

Glendale Primary Care Centre on 2nd September.  Patients needing treatment should first contact 

JMAPS, the new Northumberland Joint Musculoskeletal and Pain Service (telephone to arrange 

a call from a physiotherapist who will  decide what needs to be done).   Patients will then be 

offered an appointment for treatment at one of several treatment centres including Wooler, 

Berwick and Alnwick and one should always ask for their preferred location e.g. Wooler.  

 

The Turner Exhibition is to Close after a successful few months in Berwick’s 

Granary Gallery.  Over 10,000 visitors have viewed the 13 paintings of Northumberland loaned 

from the Turner Bequest at the Tate Gallery together with other Turner paintings from the V&A 

Museum and Manchester Art Gallery.  The Granary Gallery is open daily except Mondays from 

11 a.m.to 4.00 p.m.  but the free exhibition will close on Sunday October 13th.    Don’t miss this 

superb opportunity to see paintings which are seldom shown outside London. 

 

Quilts are back in Town as Lowick Quilters once again display their work and that 

of other quilters at their prestigious Quilting Show.  Open on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th 

September from 10 a.m.. to 4 p.m. in Lowick Village Hall, entrance costs £3.50 which includes 

“delicious refreshments”.   There will be trade stands, sales tables and a Quilt Raffle with two 

quilts and other prizes.  Sandra Kinnoch will be showing Linus Quilts and other exhibits will show 

the wide variety of decorative bedcovers and wall-hangings which follow in a tradition dating back 

to the Pharoahs of ancient Egypt.  



Flu Clinics are back again….with three different vaccinations for different at-risk 

groups.   The first type (for all over 65s) will be available free at most GP practices from the end 

of September and patients should ring for an appointment   The second type for other at-risk 

adults (such as those with long-term health conditions, are pregnant or care for an elderly or 

disabled person)  will be available for appointments from mid-October as will the special children’s 

vaccine.  

Although some supermarkets and high street pharmacies will probably be offering flu jabs, one 

should remember they would not have access to your medical records to make sure the vaccine 

is suitable for you. 

 

Farm Visit Success…those who were able to accept Ian Jackson’s invitation to visit 

Bowsden West Farm (see the August Bugle) enjoyed an illuminating insight into 21st century 

farming, widely different from the more traditional farming familiar to most of us.  We heard about 

the land (1400 acres, all arable and no ploughing), the crops (cereals, oil-seed rape, peas),  saw 

storage for 5000 plus tons of wheat (which when dried could be kept for more than 25 years in a 

vast cathedral-like space) and witnessed a demonstration by Tom Jackson of their latest Combine 

Harvester.  Sincere thanks to Ian, Chris and Tom for a wonderful explanation of what progressive 

Northumberland farming is about today.  It is good to see them in the forefront of farming 

developments, just like the Culley brothers in the 19th century who made Northumberland farmers 

the envy of the country.  

 

Neighbours’ Events….as readers will know, Bowsden VH has its regular Coffee 

Mornings on the first Saturday of every month and Soup Lunches on the third Wednesdays.  

Similarly Lowick has its Souper Saturdays from 12 noon on the second  Saturday (12th October 

and 9th November) in Lowick VH and Ancroft its Soup Lunches on the fourth Saturday (next ones 

are 26th  October and 23rd November) in Ancroft VH, again from 12 noon.   

Lowick has its Harvest Festival at 0900 on Sunday September 29th in Lowick  Parish Church, its 

Harvest Supper in Lowick VH on Friday October 4th (with tickets at £5 for a 2-course meal from 

Lowick Village Stores or at the door.   Ancroft has another of its excellent Quiz Nights on 17th 

October at 7.30 in Ancroft VH (details from Ruth Turner on 388 618) and of course we have 

already mentioned the Bowsden Quiz night on 8th November. 

 

Use them or Lose them… Bowsden is incredibly lucky to enjoy many local services 

unavailable elsewhere.  Our Mobile Library still visits monthly (next due 23rd October and 20th 

November), a Fish Van calls weekly on Thursday afternoons,  Rington’s Tea calls monthly, 

Border Buses run a 2-hourly service to Berwick and Wooler (not on Sundays) and we even have 

doorstep milk deliveries in glass bottles (yes, it’s true!!).  Details of all these can be found on 

the Village Hall notice board and their future depends on us and whether we use them or not. 

 

Toby’s Tailpiece is now written by us, Leo and Freya, two Dalmatians living in Bowsden 

with our owners Harry and Eileen Wilson.   We were concerned to hear them talking last week 

about a mystery illness that has affected about 200 dogs in Norway, with at least 25 dead.  Cases 

have been reported in many of Norway’s 18 counties but most are in Oslo. All dog shows have 

been cancelled and vets have advised that dogs should be kept on leads and avoid contact with 

other dogs.  As we write, no cause has been identified but owners of sick or dead dogs have been 

asked to provide a log of their dogs’ food intake over the last 14 days.   There are about 600,000 

dogs in Norway (which has a population of 5.2 million). 


