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WOOLER U3A E-BULLETIN: SPRING 2019  
 

WELCOME 
 

On behalf of Wooler U3A Chair Veronica Gilbert, Trustees and members ... welcome to 

this quarterly e-bulletin which keeps you in touch with the many and varied activities of 

one of the largest voluntary sector membership organisations in Glendale. Apologies if 

you receive more than one copy; better to see it twice than not at all?!  
 

FASCINATING INFORMATION 
 

The Reading for Pleasure Group members meet to discuss their opinions of a different 

book each month. Opinions often differ widely, so discussions are lively and fun. Recently, 

members read and discussed ‘Regeneration’ by Pat Barker CBE. Pat was born in 

Thornaby-on-Tees and has won many awards for her fiction which centres on themes of 

memory, trauma, survival and recovery. The Observer named her ‘Regeneration Trilogy’ 

as one of “the ten best historical novels”. 
 

    
 

The Play-reading Group invites potential members to “come and try out your vocal 

dramatic talents reading a variety of plays”. Recently, “a man for all seasons” and the 

lesser known “The tiger and the horse, by the late Robert Bolt CBE, have been featured.  
 

       

http://u3asites.org.uk/wooler/home
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Man_for_All_Seasons


With the use of visual aids, Art Appreciation Group members examine the works of artists 

past and present. The documentary film, “Tim’s Vermeer”, was viewed recently and 

described how inventor Tim Jenison attempted to duplicate the painting techniques of 

Johannes Vermeer, in order to test his theory that Vermeer painted with the help of 

optical devises. 
 

       
 

“YOUR HEALTH MATTERS” 
 

Along with an amazing variety of other voluntary and statutory organisations, Wooler U3A 

was invited to mount an information stand, at “Your Health Matters” in Glendale Hall, by 

the joint organising committee from both Patient Participation Groups in Wooler (from the 

Glendale Surgery and the Cheviot Medical Group). 
 

    
 

Wooler U3A members Gloria Connelly (pictured above, left), Alison and Tony Davies, 

Veronica Gilbert, Maggie Harker, Alison Hilton and Kelvin Rushworth volunteered to be 

available at the stand to answer queries about U3A activities from members of the public 

and volunteers on the other stands. Liz Morgan (pictured above, right), Northumberland 

Director of Public Health, was welcomed by Healthwatch Northumberland Independent 

Board member Harry Wilson before officially opening the event. 
 

International Group members sample a Kerala lunch 
 

Ury, just off Newcastle Quayside, is said to be the only ‘genuine’ Kerala restaurant in the 

North East. So, following a 2018 talk about a very special Hindu temple in southern India, 

Ury was the obvious choice for a meal out by members of the Wooler U3A International 

Group. An ‘ury’ is a simple rig kept at a certain height from the ground with the help of 

coir ropes attached to a roof. An ‘ury’ was very common in Kerala households and was 

used to store clay pots and other earthen ware to ensure that food was kept hygienic 

without losing any of those wonderful flavours. 
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             Ury Restaurant entrance                 Vegetable Thali                Ury Host, Guarev 
 

FILM NIGHTS 
 

A wide variety of recent films are shown at 7.30 pm on the first Friday of every month in 

the Cheviot Centre, with coffee served before the film. Wooler U3A Film Nights are 

‘community events’ and are open to anyone interested. Recently, ‘The Children Act’ 

and ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ were shown. The Freddie Mercury tribute film, starring Rami 

Malek, proved so very popular that it had to be shown on two occasions! 
 

    
 

Full details of monthly programmes for Film Nights and all Interest Groups can be found on 

the Wooler U3A website (https://u3asites.org.uk/wooler). Look at it now! 
 

 

 

REMEMBER 
 

Membership of U3A is open to all in their ‘third age’, which is not defined by a particular age  

but by a period in life in which full-time employment has ceased.  

Members promote the value of lifelong learning and the positive attributes of belonging to U3A. 

Wooler U3A has fifteen interest groups including Art Appreciation, Carpet Bowls, Board Games, 

Film Night, Geology, History, International, Painting and Drawing, Philosophical Discussion,  

Play-reading, Quiz, Reading for Pleasure, Table Tennis, Science and Wine Appreciation. 
 

In order to comply with General Data Protection Regulations,  

notice is given to those Wooler U3A e-bulletin readers (who receive copies direct) that a list  

of their names and email addresses is maintained so that they may continue to do so.  

Names and email addresses are kept confidential and will not be disclosed to third parties,  

nor will they be used for any purpose other than the effective distribution of this e-bulletin.    

Any Wooler U3A e-bulletin recipients who do not wish their data to be kept for this purpose  

may have their names and email addresses removed from the distribution list  

by contacting the Editor on kelvinnspc@outlook.com 
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