
 

 

 

 

A pictorial record of the very successful geophysical survey  

 

at Hunting Hall Farm, following 18 months of archaeological activity  

 

by members of the Lowick Heritage Group, to establish the origins of Lowick. 
 

 

 

 

    

Lowick 

    Heritage  

          Group 



Day 1 Three day Geophysics training starts on 23 July 2018. Jack Pennie and Ray Shepherd from Bernician show Paul, David, Jonathan and Alistair how to use the equipment.  

    
Day 2 Some more theoretical work and familiarisation of the computer set up, before the fieldwork training starts on the 24 grids (20x20m) already pegged out covering one hectare. 

               Byr and Brian help Geoff Taylor check the positioning of pegs marking out the 24 grids. (Byr is under the tree on a steep slope, as it is one of the few fixed point on the site!)                                       

    

Day 3 The “chain gang” in action moving the chains to allow Paul, David and Jonathan 40 straight lengths to be walked in each 20m square grid. 

  Alistair and David downloading the data from the scanner and tension mounts whilst waiting for the results. Staring at a projected image of the survey, finding circles and                 

      oblongs and other miscellaneous shapes. We know things are good when we hear an “Ooh” and an “Agh” then a “Wow” from Jack. All to be explained in the fullness of time. 

       



Day 4 Now they are on their own, getting into a stride and training the rest of the group, whilst trying to remember the zeroing, pacing, calibration of the kit for each person…. 

At peg 16 is the zeroing point (orange cone), at which the scanning device had to be re calibrated after scanning every grid. Sometimes it was 120m walk to it, then back to the grid. 

      
Day 5 A tricky day today working on slopes at the edge of the enclosure and through some long grasses and nettles. 

                                            Birthday cake and the Lowick Village Shop quiche are great motivators. 

      

 

 

 

 

Distance today from 

zero point to surveying  

 



Day 6 Some of the members of the Flodden YAC [Young Archaeologists' Club] come and join us, with their parents and leader Jane Miller, to be entranced by talks by Brian Reeds on 

the history of the project and Hunting Hall and Jack Pennie’s talk on what they really want to get out and do, the Geophysical survey. Byr provided an excellent summary handout. 

They also got to hold the Bronze Age axe Head and see other finds before going out on site with Jack and Helen overseeing things. 

     

      
Thank you to Jane Miller for today’s photo and Brian Reeds, our regular photographer, for all his great shots and the initial introduction to the Bernician Studies Group. 

 

Paul a visitor staying on the farm added the following comment to our visitors sheet  

“Very interesting to see the ongoing work and the results that have been gathered”  

 

Another written comment from Carole today was  

“Learnt how to lay the chains for the group. Great teamwork (& humour). Really good to see immediate results afterwards” 

  

 



Day 7 A wet day and still lots to do. Great to have Alistair, Carole, Byr and Brian here today before they head off for a few days.  

                                       Today’s efforts were made all the more interesting by Tom and Misty rounding up the sheep around us.  

 The Geophysics images are building up nicely. A reminder to oneself double check your pockets – a rogue paper clip  

                                                                                                                                                                    can play havoc with the results!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 8 The sun is shining again, we are nearly there 38 grids completed with some grids needing to be re done and more reinforcement volunteers come in with Debbie,  

who has been missing due to work commitments and has come back to join us today. Helen and Margaret enjoying themselves in the “chain gang” and laying out the final partial grids.  

                                      
Day 9 Getting set up and loading the wheel barrow for our second to last day, with a little help from our furry friends. 

When not out on site, we are back in the luxurious and warm Piggery, our “Mission Control”, having a working lunch and keeping our fingers crossed the data has downloaded ok! 

     
 

                                       

 

Alistair explains to  

some visitors staying at 

the cottage,  

what is going on. 

Our 8
th

 visitor on site. 

 

Position of  

Zero Cone on  

grid and field   

 



Day 10 Last day and the trickiest terrain to cover, both on the ground and working out the partial grids. On the slopes down to The Low. New to the team is Heather, great to have her 

on board with her experience of working on Holy Island and her help to get the last few grids finished. Paul, Jonathan and Julie, David and Annie having been there most days. 

    
Mission complete. Volunteers clocked up 305 hours. 70 grids in total were surveyed, 15 were partial and 12 needed repeating. 50 kilometres about 2 hectares of surveying completed!  

    
6 August 2018. Visit by Catherine Gray and Jessica Turner from AONB who kindly provided sponsorship for the Geophysics survey and site visit with Dr Kristian Pedersen, Karen and 

Tom Burn without their support and generosity none of this would have happened. 

    
 

Some final obstacles on the 

last day, Jonathan holding 

up the trees for Paul. 


